




























































































































Plate: 6 

"Peaceful Dreams" 

Lucinda van der Merwe 

There is nothing in the world that can inspire anyone's imagination like a peaceful night of rest. Your 

dreams can take you onto flights of imagination. When I saw the room, I immediately felt like I was 

already in dreamland, it looked so soft, comfortable, and dreamy with feathers and pure white clean 

linen. I wanted to capture the image exactly as I felt at that specific moment. I focused directly onto 

a main subject in the room the bed, but you can still the see the rest of the room in the mirror next to 

bed, this creates a slight illusion because ofvarious reflections, if you look closely. I took the image 

with a digital Canon EOS 300 and I used flash. I diffused the flash and just created a little softer 

lighter on the pillows and on the drawer next to the bed; I would have lost a great amount of detail if I 

just used natural light. 

7 

© Central University of Technology, Free State



Plate 7: 

"Infinity" 

Lucinda van der Merwe 

This image was taken in the late afternoon at a hotel in Bloemfontein. I took the images on a tripod 

with a digital camera the Canon EOS 300 D on an exposure of I/60 of a second at f5.6. What 

captured my intention immediately was the repeating lights at the back of the wall, it seemed as if 

they were going on into infinity, secondly I just wanted to look through the light whole in the ceiling 

as this was the only light that came into the room. These light wholes in the ceiling also repeated after 

itself and together with the lights that repeated I decided to call this photograph "Infinity". Again, 

you can see simplicity in the design of the room squares that repeats all over the room even onto the 

ceiling. Natural warm colours can be seen in the square tiles on the floor, the squares on the walls, (a 

light cream brown) and the carpet that is a little darker that also creates that little bit of contrast 

needed. 
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Plate8: 

"The Square" 

Lucinda van der Merwe 

I was inspired to take this image from above the room as every piece of furniture represented a square 

from the angel of view I chose. I took this image digitally with the Canon EOS 3000. I decided to 

use a standard lens as the space was very small and this is the reason why I got some distortions on 

the walls. My exposure was 1/40 of a second and I used a f-stop of 5.6 to get maximum depth of 

field. I liked the chandelier and wanted to emphasize it by making it look bigger than it really was, to 

do so I had to crop it at the side of the picture to prevent it from being in front of the coach. An 

African atmosphere is created, by the ostrich eggs shape lamp fitting on the chandelier. The colours 

of the room contribute as everything is decorated in neutral browns and animal patterns can be seen 

on the chair in the comer of the room. The image is simple that is the main reason why I chose the 

most creative angel of view possible. 
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Plate 9: 

"Waves of Luxury" 

Lucinda van der Merwe 

This is probable one of my most favorite pieces of work. As I said earlier, I simply love to 

photograph staircases. I specifically took the image at this angel of view as it leads your eye to the 

top of the image, right besides the chandelier. I took this image at a guesthouse in Bloemfontein. 

Again, I used the Canon EOS 300 D but I also had to use two lights at each end of the staircase, as it 

was very dark. I wanted to emphases the glass on the arm rail as the patterns was so strong. The rest 

of the room can also be viewed through the specs of glass. l struggled to reproduce the same colours 

and to prevent the colours from being blown out. The colors are still a little bit lighter on the 

photograph. This image represent total modern times of today through glass tiles putter metal work 

and leather. 
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Plate 10 

"The Spiral" 

Lucinda van der Merwe 

Shapes colours and fonns are so beautiful to me I simple fell in love with this staircase. You cannot 

see where it begin or were it ends. All you can see are the fonns repeating over and over again. I took 

these images on a Pentax MZ 60 film camera with an ISO of 400 and an exposure of 1/25 of a second 

at f5.6. The stairs are modern yet they give you that Victorian type feel of the fifties. I wanted to see 

where the stairs go and I could not keep my eye from wandering to the top. Once there I realized that 

the ceiling was made of wood and the walls were painted with some king of sponge effect. Yet again, 

every detail was covered in browns, whites and metals. Heaven for an interior photographer like 

myself. 
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Conclusion 

This is my completed thesis about an architectural photographer and the job itself. I truly 

hope from my heart that I have inspired a young entrepreneur like myself to follow their 

dreams and to become someone that is inspired by their work but mostly enjoying their work. 

I must admit I also learned a great amount while writing this thesis as I had to do a lot of in 

depth investigation on all kind of scenarios and this information I found helped me to 

understand my work better. The best lesson that I have learned thru out the three years of my 

studies is simply perseverance and commitment. Commit yourself to practice than you will 

learn everything you will be inquired to know and secondly commit yourself to get better at 

what you love and then the result can only be you as a successful photographer. As our 

parents always said, "practice makes perfect" and if you put your mind to it, everything is 

possible. As you have seen I love simplicity throughout my work with natural calming 

colours, every building is unique it just depends how the photographer makes this shown in 

any photograph .. I want to leave you with a thought.. If a building could talk, how much will 

it have to say about the pictures everybody took of it over the years, and will that image be 

unique and excellent, true to the character of the building? 
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